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	(I)
	Programme Objectives

The Government strongly supports the development of self-help organisations of people with disabilities (PWDs) with the objectives as below:

(i) to promote the spirit of self-help and mutual help among people with disabilities and their families;

(ii) to contribute to the care of people with disabilities in the community; and 
(iii) to encourage their active participation in the formulation of rehabilitation policies so as to ensure that planned services are tailored to meet the special needs of people with disabilities.

	

	(II)
	Responsible Bureaux/Departments
Social Welfare Department (SWD)

	(III)
	Brief Description of Services
(i)
Self-help organisations can be defined as groups of individuals who organise themselves in a group structure to pursue common goals of furthering their own welfare and interests.  The group solidarity arises from the fact that people encountering similar problems can join together to overcome them by sharing experiences and exchanging information.  Where the nature of disabilities prevent people from expressing and advocating their rights, their parents/carers in self-help organisations may represent their interests on their behalf.

(ii) Self-help organisations are monitored and managed by boards comprising mainly people with disabilities and/or their parents/carers who are in the best position to understand the special needs of people with disabilities.  Apart from providing meaningful social, educational and leisure activities, self-help organisations promote a spirit of mutual help among people with disabilities as well as their parents/carers.  These organisations also represent people with disabilities to express their views on rehabilitation services to service providers and government departments concerned.  Through seminars, campaigns and the mass media, self-help organisations foster a positive image of and promote the rights of people with disabilities.

Services of the Social Welfare Department:
(i) Professional support and advices are given to self-help organisations through the coordination of the Social Welfare Department. Up to now, over 70 self-help organisations are registered in the regular contact list of the Department. 
(ii) Financial support scheme to self-help organisations was first introduced in 2001.  The financial support is granted to self-help organisations on project basis for a term of two years.  Since the commencement of the funding scheme in 2001, a total of 50 self-help organisations of PWDs (please refer to Annex for details) had received financial support. 

(iii) The Social Welfare Department will continue to render the necessary support and assistance to self-help organisations in their application for welfare premises as appropriate.
(iv) A number of self-help organisations of viscerally disabled or chronically ill persons and their families are supported through the Community Rehabilitation Network. 



	(IV)
	Service Performance
Services of Social Welfare Department

First Batch Projects 2001-03

· The 38 funded self-help organisations had their membership increased from 21 000 in the beginning of the projects in November 2001 to 24,800 as at November 2003, end of the projects.
· 34 organisations had employed staff to assist in service development, including 14 organisations which had no staffing support before receiving funding.

Second Batch Projects 2003-05
· The funded 50 self-help organisations had their membership increased from 34 000 members in start of projects in November 2003 increased to 40,700 as at March 2005.

· 43 organisations had made use of the funding to employ at least one staff to assist in organizing various programmes and activities.   

Apart from the surge in the membership of all these organisations, there were also increase in diversity of the services and support network they provided, such as volunteer leadership training for fellow PWDs, formation of district support network and mutual help groups for parents and carers, care and concern outreaching visits, provision of on-site computer training and repair services for PWDs, and public education activities, etc.


	
	

	(V)
	Service’s Development Needs

	
	Self-help organisations will need both internal and external assistance to sustain its continuation. Financial support has certainly helped much the growth and development of these organisations in the past several years.  However, it is still a far way that these self-help groups could achieve financial independency.  Collaboration with professional experts, government and commercial sector should continue to be promoted to foster a real caring and mutual help spirit of the community.
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Annex
附錄

List of Self-help Organisations of People with Disabilities
Receiving Financial Support for 2-year Service Projects from 15.11.2003 to 14.11.2005

獲撥款資助2年服務計劃 (2003年11月15日至2005年11月14日)

的殘疾人士自助組織名單
	　
	Organisation 機構
	Service Target 服務對象

	1
	B27 Association 
B27 協進會
	Ankylosing Spondylitis Patients
強直性脊椎炎病患者

	2
	Hong Kong Ankylosing Spondylitis Association
香港強脊會
	Ankylosing Spondylitis Patients
強直性脊椎炎病患者

	3
	Loving Angels
愛心天使
	Blood Disease Patients
血科病患者

	4
	The Thalassaemia Association of Hong Kong
香港地中海型貧血病協會
	Thalassaemia Patients
地中海型貧血病患者

	5
	Hong Kong Adult Blood Cancer Group
心血會
	Blood Cancer Patients
血癌病患者

	6
	Kin Lok Club
健樂社
	NPC Patients
鼻咽癌患者

	7
	The New Horizon Club of Hong Kong
香港新域會
	Cancer Patients
癌症病患者/康復者

	8
	Yin Hong Club
妍康會
	Breast Cancer Patients
乳癌康復者

	9
	The New Voice Club of Hong Kong
香港新聲會
	Larynegectomees
無喉者及喉癌病患者

	10
	Hong Kong Stoma Association Limited
香港造口人協會
	Stoma Patients
造口人士

	11
	The Hong Kong Epilepsy Association
香港協癇會
	People with Epilepsy
癲癇症病患者

	12
	Care for Your Heart
關心您的心
	Cardiac Patients
心臟病患者

	13
	Hong Kong Lupus Association
樂晞會(系統性紅斑狼瘡病人互助組織)
	Systemic Lupus Erythematous Patients
系統性紅斑狼瘡患者


	　
	Organisation 機構
	Service Target 服務對象

	14
	Hong Kong Asthma Society Limited
香港哮喘會有限公司
	Asthmatic Patients
哮喘病患者

	15
	Hong Kong Association for Cleft Lip and Palate
香港兔唇裂顎協會
	Cleft Lip & Palate Children and Parents
兔唇裂顎患兒及家屬

	16
	Renal Mutual Help Association
腎友互助協會
	Renal Disease Patients
腎病患者

	17
	Alliance for Renal Patient's Mutual Help Association
腎友聯
	Renal Disease Patients
腎病患者

	18
	Hong Kong Neuro-Muscular Disease Association
香港肌健協會
	Neuro-muscular Disease Patients
肌肉萎縮症患者

	19
	Neuro United
腦同盟
	Brain Damaged Patients
腦神經受損人士

	20
	The Self Help Group for the Brain Damaged
慧進會
	Brain Damaged Patients
腦部受捐人士

	21
	The Hong Kong Stroke Association
新健社 (中風者及家屬互助社)
	Stroke Patients
中風病患者

	22
	Hong Kong Parkinson's Disease Association
香港柏金遜症會
	Parkinsonians and Their Carers
柏金遜症患者

	23
	Regeneration Society Ltd.
再生會有限公司
	Patients of Cancer, Systemic Lupus Erythematosus, Rheumatoid Arthritis, Scleroderma, Psoriasis 
癌症、紅斑狼瘡、風濕關節炎、牛皮癬、硬皮症等長期病患者

	24
	Pneumoconiosis Mutual Aid Association
肺積塵互助會
	Pneumoconiosis/Silicosis Patients
肺積塵病患者

	25
	Association for the Rights of Industrial Accident Victims Ltd.
工業傷亡權益會有限公司
	Industrial Accident Victims
工傷及職業病患者

	26
	1st Step Association
自強協會
	Injured Quadriplegic and Their Families
工傷引致四肢傷殘人士


	　
	Organisation 機構
	Service Target 服務對象

	27
	Paraplegic & Quadriplegic Association
柏力與確志協會
	Paraplegic and Quadriplegic Patients
脊髓受損病人

	28
	Direction Association for the Handicapped
路向四肢傷殘人士協會
	People with Physical Disabilities
肢體傷殘人士

	29
	Hong Kong Federation of Handicapped Youth
香港傷殘青年協會
	People with Physical Disabilities
肢體傷殘人士

	30
	Hong Kong Rehabilitation Power
香港復康力量
	People with Physical Handicap/Mental Illness
肢體傷殘人士/精神病患者

	31
	Rehabilitation Alliance of Hong Kong
(The Association of Women with Disabilities Hong Kong)
香港復康聯盟有限公司﹙香港女障協進會﹚
	People with Disabilities
殘疾人士

	32
	Chosen Power (People First Hong Kong)
卓新力量
	People with Mental Handicap
智障人士

	33
	The Intellectually Disabled Education and Advocacy League Ltd.
勵智協進會有限公司
	People with Mental Handicap & their families
智障人士及其家屬

	34
	The Hong Kong Joint Council of Parents of the Mentally Handicapped
香港弱智人士家長聯會
	People with Mental Handicap & their families
智障人士及其家屬

	35
	Society for the Welfare of the Autistic Persons
自閉症人士福利促進會
	Autistic Persons & their families
自閉症人士及其家屬

	36
	Concord Mutual-Aid Club Alliance
康和互助社聯會
	Ex-mentally Ill Persons
精神病康復者

	37
	Christian Oi Hip Fellowship Ltd.
基督教愛協團契有限公司
	Ex-mentally Ill Persons
精神病康復者

	38
	Alliance of Ex-mentally Ill of Hong Kong
香港精神康復者聯盟
	Ex-mentally Ill Persons
精神病康復者

	39
	Amity Mutual-Support Society
恆康互助社
	Ex-mentally Ill Persons
精神病康復者

	40
	Hong Kong Glaucoma Patients' Association
康青會
	Glaucoma Patients
青光眼患者

	　
	Organisation 機構
	Service Target 服務對象

	41
	Retina Hong Kong
香港視網膜病變協會
	Inherited Retinal Degenerative Disease Patients
遺傳性視網膜退化病變患者

	42
	Hong Kong Cornea Concern Association
香港眼角膜關懷協會
	Cornea Disease Patients
眼角膜病患者

	43
	Hong Kong Blind Union
香港失明人協進會
	People with Visual Impairment
視障人士

	44
	Wah Kwong's Association Helping The Blind People Limited
華光協助失明人之友會有限公司
	People with Visual Impairment
視障人士

	45
	Care The Visually Impaired
香港視障視全人士協會
	People with Visual Impairment
視障人士

	46
	The Hong Kong Occupational Deafness Association
香港衛聰聯會
	People with Occupational Deafness
職業性失聰人士

	47
	Hong Kong Association for Specific Learning Disabilities
香港特殊學習障礙協會
	People with Specific Learning Disabilities & their families
特殊學習障礙人士及其家屬

	48
	Diabetic Support Group
糖盼樂互協會
	Diabetic Patient of QEH
糖尿病患者

	49
	Alliance of Self-help Groups for the Occupational Injuries & Diseases
香港職業傷病聯盟
	Occupational Injuries & Disease
工傷及職業病患者

	50 
	Hong Kong SARS Mutual Help Association
香港沙士互助會 *
	SARS recovered patients and their families
沙士康復者及家屬


* Funded period from 1 March 2004 to 14 November 2005
 資助期由2004年3月1日至2005年11月14 日
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