The Hong Kong Society for the Deaf

Suggestions Regarding Education for Rehabilitation Program Plan

The movement to inclusive education has become a trend in universal education and Hong Kong has advocated inclusive education since 1997. Over one hundred schools have participated in the program and over one hundred schools have joined the school support program of the Education and Manpower Bureau. The ideal of inclusive education – integrate the students of wide diversity of needs including gender, ethnicity, socio-economic background, giftedness and disability into the mainstream schools so as to provide equal opportunities and equal right of choice for everyone in the society – is unquestionable. Yet, the success of inclusive education depends on the co-operation and co-ordination of various parties and systems including curriculum, staff training, school support, buddies support, public education and an effective backup system.    

Including general education into the curriculum of primary and secondary education has been highly promoted recently and it can be a good base of civic education. Understanding and accepting disabled students of various kinds should be included in the curriculum so that the students can have better knowledge and acceptance of their disabled peers and to avoid rejection and even bullies. For example, the basic knowledge of various degrees of and reasons for hearing impairment, various types of hearing aids and cochlear implant should be included in the curriculum with other types of disability groups. Children are pillars of our society and education is to develop the foundation of the pillars. The promotion of accepting other people of different diversity in the curriculum can help to establish a friendly and accepting society in the future.

Moreover, as inclusive education has become the norm of the education system, the curriculum of education institution and teacher training should include understanding various disabilities and the methods of teaching different disabled students so as to equip the teachers with the basic skills and psychological preparation of teaching the disabled students. For example, the curriculum should incorporate basic knowledge of hearing impairment and ways of teaching hearing impaired students. Preferential seating should be considered for hearing impaired students so that their better ear is nearer to the teacher's position. Teachers should know how to use FM system, change batteries for hearing aids and cochlear implants, use overheard projector, and other visual aids in teaching and give notes to the students before the lesson for preparation. The existing mechanism of several days on the job training definitely is not enough. 

On the other hand, the Education and Manpower Bureau has provided a team of professionals including psychologists, inspectors to help the inclusive schools as well as the special needs students. Yet, with the increasing number of schools joining the inclusive education, more manpower is greatly needed so that the schools can get professional assistance and visit at a reasonable frequent interval.
Besides manpower, auxiliary devices and facilities are also important for hearing impaired students. Sound-field amplification system should be installed in the classroom and used whenever necessary. Binaural hearing aids should be given by the Education and Manpower Bureau for children with a bilateral hearing loss instead of one hearing aid only. Besides, provision of hearing aids to the students should be in form of a coupon so that the users can have their own choice. FM system should be on loan by the Education and Manpower Bureau for every hearing impaired child wearing hearing aid(s) or cochlear implant but not restricted for those with severe hearing losses only. A stethoscope and a hearing aid battery tester are essential tools for examining hearing aids and batteries, and should be available at school.
 

Many schools join the school support program and get financial resources for the disabled students. Yet, there is no control mechanism to govern the uses of the resources and how far the disabled students can really benefit from the resources is questionable. For example, the students with speech delay have to get professional help outside if the school fails to provide speech therapist service and should consider purchase the service outside. The resources specified in helping the disabled students should not be misused.
Furthermore, the idea of building buddies for the disabled students is highly appreciated. Apart from helping the disabled student, the student offering help can have the opportunity to develop his or her presentation skills and caring capabilities. They should not be asked to help to give notes or let the disabled students copy their homework only but also try to let the disabled students understand. Schools should be a breeding ground for leaders and high caliber citizens and buddies training can imitate the idea of peer mediators in schools – to develop the skills and potentials with proper training. It can be a great asset to the success of inclusive education and both the Education and Manpower Bureau and schools should give more resources in this area. 

Most important of all, public education through different media and also educating the students and their parents are essential. A general acceptance must be developed from all walks of lives through years. Hong Kong really lags behind in public education of accepting the disabled. To combat discrimination is by no means easy but it is essential to build up a healthy society.

Last but not the least, the capabilities of the disabled students vary a lot. It is good for them to have a trial in the mainstream schools and remain in general schools if they have good adaptation. However, some hearing impaired students really have difficulty in remaining in ordinary schools. It is really a pity if they are left unattended in the school for years or become a loser all through their school life. It is important to have special school placements for hearing impaired students as a last resort if they fail to integrate in the mainstream schools. The students who cannot join inclusive education can only go to one deaf school in the New Territories now and fail to have choices in location. The plight of these children needs to be attended to.
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