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Summary

The Hong Kong Council of Social Service and its membership of more than 330
non-governmental social services organizations have served Hong Kong for 60 years.
Throughout this period of time, the HKCSS and its members have devoted themselves
to enhance the development of social welfare services and worked together with other

sectors, with the aims of building a just, caring and cohesive society.

The main theme of this year’s HKCSS Annual Submission is: Join Hands in the
New Era. This is because past achievements of the HKCSS has hinged very much
on the mutual trust and support of our partners and collaborators, and this year marks
the 10™ anniversary of the reunification of Hong Kong with China and the beginning
of the 3™ term HKSAR Government.

The Annual Submission has responded to the policy commitments of the
HKSAR Chief Executive made during the CE election. It also provides analysis and
concrete recommendations on key issues of concerns of the welfare sector. We look
forward to working with the Government to overcome various challenges in
innovative ways, to release the potential of social welfare services in “social
investment, social care and social development” and to realize the principle of
“people-based governance”, so as to build a sustainable society. The following are
the key recommendations:

Improve welfare planning Provide adequate recources

1. Improve welfare planning

1.1 Launch a review on social welfare development together with the social
welfare sector immediately, and develop planning mechanism and services
development blueprint for different services (including elderly, children and
youth, family and community services), so as to ensure that welfare services
are responsive to the changing social needs.

1.2 Set five-year targets for different kinds of social welfare services, so as to
reduce the long waiting time, and to meet the needs arising from population
ageing and changes in family and population structure.

1.3 Rebuild the partnership relationship with the welfare sector and a regular
participatory channel for analyzing community needs, building consensus, &

engaging cross-sectoral support.



2. Provide reasonable and agreed resources to social welfare services
2.1 The Government should honour its commitment by providing subvention to
welfare NGOs at the agreed true benchmark level.
2.2 The Government should conduct a comprehensive review on Lump Sum
Grant together with NGOs to ensure that it is implemented effectively and in

accordance to the originally agreed principles.

Reduce income disparity Increase social mobility of the grassroots

3. Engage the public and strengthen district-based poverty alleviation

3.1 Set up a poverty commission in the Labour and Welfare Bureau as a platform
to mobilize public support and enhance tripartite collaboration in poverty
alleviation.

3.2 Allocate resources to strengthen district-based poverty alleviation initiatives
according to the quantity and needs of poverty population in different
districts, for example:

—  Provide subsidy for parents in using different kinds of child care
services, and encourage the development of mutual help child care
centre, so as to develop more community-based employment
opportunities for the grassroots.

— Increase funding support for children and youth to participate in
extra-curricular and learning activities, including the provision of

transportation subsidy.

4. Support for unemployed people
4.1 Provide subsidy for social services agencies to launch a pioneering
“one-stop” training and employment support service, with long-term CSSA

recipients and unemployed people as main targets.

5. Set up universal retirement protection system
5.1 Investigate into the feasibility of setting up an universal retirement protection
system immediately, and conduct a comprehensive review and public

consultation on Hong Kong’s retirement system.
6. Formulate a people-based urban renewal and planning strategy

6.1 Conduct a comprehensive review on urban renewal strategy, and provide

options to affected owners and tenant for same or nearby district relocation.

- Vi -



Build an enabling environment with adequate support for families

7. Build a family friendly society

7.1 Set up a high-level Family Commission as soon as possible, which should be
accountable to the HKSAR CE and responsible for co-ordinating the efforts
of different government departments and sectors in strengthening families
capacity and funcitioning. The Commission should:

—  Engage the community to build a family friendly society and work
environment

—  Develop a family agenda and bring in a family perspective in policy
formulation process

—  Conduct family impact assessment to monitor the effects of different
policies and legislations on families

—  Conduct trend studies on issues related to families and marriage.

7.2 Make use of tax allowances to encourage the business sector to build a
family friendly work environment. For example, 50% tax credit could be
provided to cover related and approved expenditures of enterprises.

7.3 Enhance community support to family carers, and consider the setting up of
carers’ allowance.

7.4 Provide additional resources to set up a special family fund for prevention of

domestic violence and provision of family life education and support service.

A new open government

8. Enhance civic engagement, strengthen social partnership

8.1 The Government should formulate policy directives to promote the
development of civil society, including:

—  Provide funding support to civil society organisations (CSOs) to build
their capacity in services provision, research and policy analysis.

—  Formulate a social contract with CSOs in order to cultivate mutual trust
and collaboration, and to demonstrate the common values, principles
and commitments of the Government and the civil society.

8.2 Engage representative of related civil society organisations in major
consultative committees of the Government. Make relevant meeting
materials of such committees publicly available before meetings so as to
encourage more community input and to enable committee members to take

public views into consideration in the meetings.

- Vii -
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