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vi)

vii)

Summary of Recommendations

Sustain Improvement of Welfare System and Planning Mechanism

Sustain improvement of welfare system by joining hands with the Sector to
reexamine the baseline of LSG subvention objectively. Reasonable level of
resources for central administration and supervision should be included in the
calculation of subvention for new services and contracted projects.

[ Reexamine the current policy of subvention for staff salary based on
mid-point by careful assessment of actual needs in the field
[ Provide adequate financial support to NGOs to improve the terms of

employment and retirement protection. Provide adequate funding support to
increase the employer’s contribution from 5% to 15% gradually based on
employee’s year of service.

Establish a government-HKCSS joint service planning platform which helps to keep
track of the implementation of policies for the old and the disadvantaged and for
strengthening community support and diversity, and to report to the Chief Executive
regularly. Review Rehabilitation Programme Plan and ensure that the renewed Plan
specifies planning target and time table for the implementation of services to meet
the needs. Devise plan for increasing the number of welfare facilities (for elderly,
people with disabilities, and children etc.) to prepare for the increase in needs in the
coming decade.

Plan and train up more nursing, caring and professional workers to meet the
increasing caring needs for the elderly, people with disabilities and other groups.

Improve Social Security and Retirement Protection System

Review comprehensively with reference to a multi-pillar retirement protection
framework, including the social security system and the reform of MPF. Set up a
universal pension system and establish a multi-pillar system of retirement protection
so that all pillars can function to render adequate retirement protection.

Establish a Working Group, with representatives of different types of people with
disabilities, to review Disability Allowance comprehensively, including its objective,
definitions of disabilities, eligibility criteria, assessment mechanism and criteria,
level of allowance and so on, and to recommend measures to standardize criteria of
assessment.

Review rental subsidy measures and adopt an adjustment benchmark that is more
reflective of the actual rental market price. Provide subsidy for CSSA recipient
households to top up the lost subsistence allowance resulting from paying the
“excessive rent beyond the designated level of housing subsidy”.  The subsidy can
be rendered based on a sliding flat rate with reference to the actual amount of
“excessive rent beyond the designated level of housing subsidy”, with a maximum
level of $1,000.

Review the levels of special grants for special items for “able-bodied adult” or
“able-bodied child” and adjust the mechanism of disregarded earnings by increasing
the level of earnings for 100% level of disregard from $800 to $1,000 and that for

50% level of disregard from $3,400 to $4,500.
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Concern and Support to Groups of Special Needs

Review and improve the existing policy on integrated education as well as the

Disability Discrimination Ordinance and set up a comprehensive integrated

education ordinance to provide policy and service support to students with special

education needs (SEN) and their parents.  Concrete measures should be
immediately in place include:

° Strengthen support to schools by creating a regular position of SEN
Coordinator/Special Child Care Worker and strengthen special services by
educational psychologists and other professional services

[ Adopt a demand-driven approach to setting up cross-professional community
resource support team, as pioneer project, to foster family-school-community
collaboration in providing support to SEN students

° Engage 3-4 qualified institutions by Social Welfare Department or Education
Bureau to provide school-based assessment and support services. Priority
can be given to schools with more children of low-income families

[ Other supports on teaching aids and devices for students and schools

Set up independent Child Care Centre for children aged 0-2 in 18 districts,
particularly in those newly developed districts. The Education Bureau should also
include long whole-day kindergarten education in their review on 15-year
compulsory education. Places for full-time Child Care Centre for children aged 2-6
should also be increased while provision for professional child care and other related
services until 6-8pm for children studying in kindergarten should be considered.

Invest $45m to provide social work service in 144 kindergarten-cum-child care
centres as a 3-year pioneer project, proactively reaching out families in need by
leveraging their parents’ trust on the school as a support platform.

Foster cross-sectoral collaboration to facilitate young people’s transition from school
to work. Making reference to the “Future Star” programme, invest resources to
provide opportunities for industry exploration and internship to enhance young
people’s knowledge about different industries and understand the specific
requirements on skills and qualifications, hoping to get them prepared for
educational or career advancement. In addition to providing vocational education
to those in schools, those school-leavers should also be given informal vocation
education through community-based settings.

Invest $124m to recruit 280 welfare workers and 210 residential service workers to
strengthen frontline training and care manpower in residential service and day
training service for the mentally challenged to relieve the service units’ pressure in
taking care of increasing number of autistic users.

Invest $14.1m in all mental health rehabilitation service organizations to establish
and recruit 101 peer support workers, who were once mentally ill but have recovered
and are trained to be peer support workers.

Invest $23.6m in Long Stay Care Home to recruit personal care workers to
strengthen care for the chronic mental patients resulting from the extra caring needs
of ageing of the resident patients.
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Establish two Co-Parenting Support Service Teams, with extra manpower
establishment, as a pioneer project to provide a series of support services to divorced
families. Estimated annual spending on this pioneer project will be $1.3m.

Invest $6.5m to provide 3,000 extra service quotas of Integrated Home Care Service
(Ordinary cases) to support singleton elder and two-elder households as well as
strengthen the preventive function of daily personal care and nursing care in long
term care.

Invest $3.2m for District Elderly Community Centres to recruit 1 Assistant Social
Work Officer and 1 Welfare Worker to initiate, plan, and coordinate
multi-stakeholders in encouraging elderly social and economic participation using a
“bottom-up” approach. Increase allocation of $6.3m to Opportunities for Elderly
Project for community education programme to enhance community’s knowledge
and awareness of building age-friendly community and silver hair market.
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