The Hong Kong Council of Social Service

The 2nd International Conference Towards A Safer Society: “Understanding and Tackling Violence” cum Study Visit on Combating Domestic Violence

(August 31 to September 10, 2004, Edinburgh & London, UK)

Home Office – Crime Reduction Centre
1. Date of Visit

: 
7 September 2004 (Tuesday)
2. Name of Agency
: 
Home Office – Crime Reduction Centre
3. Meeting Venue
: 
Conference Room of Home Office, 5th Floor, South Corridor,                         
4. Contact Person
: 
Elizabeth Allen, Violent Crime Unit, Home Office
(Name & Position)

Tel no. : 020 7273 3676



Fax no.: 020 7273 3695



e-mail : Elizabeth.Allen@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk



web
 : www.crimereduction.gov.uk
5. Description of Agency (including type of services provided, target served, programmes, staffing, funding sources, and special facilities) (This part can be substituted by attaching printed materials of the Agency.)

The Home Office is one of the 15 government departments of United Kingdom. It is headed by the Home Secretary and six other ministers. Its main role is to implement government policy and advise ministers.  They are staffed by politically impartial civil servants and generally receive their funding provided by the Parliament.  They often work alongside local authorities, non-departmental public bodies and other government-sponsored organizations. 
Regarding the policy areas of Home Office, it is responsible for internal affairs in England and Wales including crime and policing, justice and victims, community and race, drugs, terrorism, immigration and nationality, passports, research and statistics and visas.  
6.
Content of the Meeting

Ms Elizabeth Allen explained that the government’s commitments in tackling domestic violence in recent years were initiated and brought forth by the many female ministers in the Labor government who found that the social costs of crime and domestic violence are great. In June 2003, the Government published a consultation paper, building on the Justice for All proposals. Safety and Justice: the Government's Proposals on Domestic Violence (Cm 5847). The Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Bill which intended to introduce reform to the civil and criminal law in these areas by criminalising the breach of non-molestation orders under the Family Law Act 1996; by extending the availability of restraining orders under the Protection from Harassment Act 1997; and by making common assault an arrestable offence, was now being debated.

The government is currently working on a strategy that is based on three main elements:

· Prevention: working to prevent crime from happening in the first place (through education to next generation) and working with victims (through early identification and intervention by health professional) and offenders to prevent it recurring (through perpetrator program);
· Protection and Justice: increased legal protection for victims and their families by putting forward the Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Bill.  In the bill, common assault becomes an arrestable offence.  It also introduces Domestic Violence Homicide Reviews for lesson learning in homicide cases.  Moreover, the Home Office is planning to roll out Domestic Violence Court.
· Support: for victims to rebuild their lives (through a range of welfare services including housing, refuge and helpline services and such services preferably be under the coordination of a key worker).

7. Observation (e.g. stimulation / implications for Hong Kong)

· Public education is an effective means to arouse public awareness on “zero tolerance” on domestic violence and help reduce domestic violence in the long run.
· Through the bill, a clear message is sent to the public that domestic violence is intolerable and it strengthens the power of the government in protecting victims and bringing perpetrators to justice. HK may consider similar law reform. 
· The formation of Domestic Violence Courts enhances the effectiveness of court and support services for victims. 
· By drawing reference to the Bill, Hong Kong would develop a more comprehensive range of welfare services to the victims and their family members.
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