Group 6

Batterer Intervention Programme

Principle

To avoid and discourage negative labeling of participants of batterer intervention programme

To try engaging batterers so that they will volunteer to join batterer intervention programme

The group’s suggestions to increase batterers’ participation in the intervention programme 

1. Strong approach

Some group members favoured a strong approach and suggested that Hong Kong should follow the track of USA in establishing mandatory treatment.  The Court of Hong Kong would then order batterers of domestic violence to attend programmes, such as mandatory treatment programmes for spouse abusers, rehabilitation programmes for alcoholics and psychiatric/psychological treatment for those with mental illness.

2. Soft approach

Another group of members preferred a soft approach because they believed that men also suffer a lot in domestic abuse and should not be blamed or negatively labeled.  They suggested a number of options that catered for the needs of men, such as the establishment of community-based developmental / growth programme for men and hotline services for early intervention and prevention purposes.  Male volunteers should be recruited for outreaching high-risk group in the community.  Besides, the development of “Child Visitation Centre” should also be encouraged so as to provide a safe and comfortable place for men to visit their children after separation from their spouse. 

3. Flexible approach

Finally, there were a third group of members who favoured a flexible approach.  They suggested that batterers should be given the option of voluntary instead of compulsory participation in batterer intervention programme.  Those who volunteered to join these programmes were usually more motivated to change than those forced to participate.  However, for those batterers who have little insight and remorse, mandatory treatment may be necessary to ensure their participation in rehabilitation programmes. 

