Group 1
A.  The Coordinating System on Handling Battered Spouse

Existing available mechanisms in Hong Kong and their strength and weakness

1.
Strength

· Both the criminal justice system and social welfare system are working together.

· Recognize the good practice of social welfare system in prevention and early intervention of domestic violence cases.

· Recognize the multi-disciplinary collaboration in setting up guidelines for handling domestic violence cases.

2.
Weakness

· The two systems are working in parallel direction independently with little interaction across the two systems.

· The available options for handling domestic violence cases, especially batterers are limited.

Future directions

· To integrate/coordinate the existing criminal justice system and social welfare system so as to expand more options in handling domestic violence cases.

· To strengthen the co-ordination among different disciplines at frontline level as well.

· To change the culture on the viewing domestic violence from a wider scope, i.e. not just disseminating the message that domestic violence is not a family matter, but also disseminating the message that there are different alternatives to manage domestic violence and to strengthen families.

