The Hong Kong Council of Social Service

Training on Building a Coordinated Community Response to Domestic Violence cum Study Visit

(October 7-14, 2003 Duluth Minnesota, USA)

St. Louis County Jail

1. Date of Visit

: 
October 13, 2003 (Monday)

2. Name of Agency
: 
St. Louis County Jail, Minnesota

3. Meeting Venue
: 
St. Louis County Jail, Arrowhead and Swan Lake Roads, 





Duluth, Minnesota

4. Contact Person
: 
Captain Joe Gregorich

(Name & Position)


Tel no. : 218-726-2345



web
 : http://www.co.st-louis.mn.us/Sheriff/Sheriff.html 

5.   Description of Agency (including type of services provided, target served, 
programmes, staffing, funding sources, and special facilities) (This part can be 
substituted by attaching printed materials of the Agency.)

St. Louis County Jail had been in operation since 1995. It was designed to house up to 192 pre-trial and sentenced inmates. The jail was operated under the Direct Supervision management principle, where an officer was in the housing unit with inmates at all times, supervising the detainees.  It was a full-service, maximum security jail. The target population was incarcerated adults.  An Inmate Handbook of St. Louis County Jail was attached.

6.
Content of the Meeting

St. Louis County Jail was one of the systems in responding to suspect of perpetrating domestic violence. When a suspect was arrested by Police due to domestic violence, he / she would be put into jail for up to 72 hours before going to Arraignment Court or if the suspect was pending for pre-trial sentencing, the Court could also order the suspect to stay in jail for protection of victims from further harms. According to Captain Joe Gregorich, there were around 20% domestic assault cases in this jail. There were groups and programmes on anger control, alcoholism, religion, arts and craft, available for the inmates. A counselor also stayed at the jail to provide individual, group and programme services.

The St. Louis County Jail also faced problem of over-crowding, not only due to domestic cases though, mandatory program for perpetrators would be one of the measures to stop violence from recycling.

7. Observation and Implications for Hong Kong

Systemic response to domestic violence involves quite a large number of parties to work on holding the perpetrators accountable for the violence used. The DAIP staff keeps good relationship and communication with each individual party and makes efforts to involve those not yet committed, so as to build up a strengthened, coordinated systemic change. 

Completed by: 
Elsa Chiu

Date

 :
October 31, 2003
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St. Louis County Jail              Inner cubicle of a police van 
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Common area of one the housing   Delegates and Captain Joe Gregorich

Unit Cells
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