The Hong Kong Council of Social Service

Training on Building a Coordinated Community Response to Domestic Violence cum Study Visit

(October 7-14, 2003 Duluth Minnesota, USA)

Arraignment Court
1. Date of Visit

: 
October 13, 2003 (Monday)

2. Name of Agency
: 
Arraignment Court

3. Meeting Venue
: 
Arraignment COurt

4. Contact Person
: 
/

5.
Description of Agency (including type of services provided, target served, programmes, staffing, funding sources, and special facilities) (This part can be substituted by attaching printed materials of the Agency.)

(Not Applicable)

6.
Content of the Meeting

We were given the opportunity to observe the normal court procedures, which were also explained by the officers. In cases of domestic violence, any time an abuser commits a crime (e.g. assault, harassing telephone calls), the victim can file a police report.  If the prosecutor decided to prosecute the crime, the abuser must appear in court.  If a defendantwas found guilty, the judge decided the sentence.  

The victims of domestic violence in the criminal justice system had certain rights, including notice of release of the abuser from jail, notice of conditions of release, notice ahead of time of a negotiated plea, right to object to a plea agreement, right to ask that identity not be made public, right to make a victim impact statement at sentencing, notice of outcome of a criminal case, right to apply for money to the Crime Victims Reparations Board for the costs, medical expenses, lost wages and child care that she incurred because of the crime.  Besides imprisonment, the court could also order the abuser into a rehabilitation program and order the abuser to have no contact with the victim.
7. Observation and Implications for Hong Kong

It is to be regretted that only a few domestic violence cases were handled by the Court on the day of our visit and none of them involved the imposition of a term of imprisonment.

8. Recommendations  (e.g. whether it is worthwhile to visit the agency again?)
A re-visit will not be recommended as a different court system operates in Hong Kong.
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