The Hong Kong Council of Social Service

Training on Building a Coordinated Community Response to Domestic Violence cum Study Visit

(October 7-14, 2003 Duluth Minnesota, USA)

First Witness Child Abuse Resource Centre

1. Date of Visit

: 
October 17, 2003 (Tuesday)

2. Name of Agency
: 
First Witness Child Abuse Resource Centre

3. Meeting Venue
: 
Ditto
4. Contact Person
: 
Mr. Scott Miller, Former Project Coordinator.

(Name & Position)


Tel no. : 218-727-8353  or 877-599.9995 toll free




Website: http://www.forstwitness.org 




e-mail :
info@firstwitness.org 

5.
Description of Agency (including type of services provided, target served, programmes, staffing, funding sources, and special facilities) (This part can be substituted by attaching printed materials of the Agency.)

This agency was one of those agencies authorized by the State Government to conduct child sexual abuse investigation / evaluation, which was admissible to the court. It was opened in Duluth in 1993 and was a charter member of the National Children's Alliance.  Its missions were two-folded: 1) In the community, to facilitate investigative interviews and provide support services for children; 2) In the world community, to offer professional training and abuse prevention programs both on-sit and off-site. Its ultimate mission was to strengthen the community response to child abuse. 
First Witness was created to offer a child-centred approach to abuse investigations, social service assessments and medical intervention. It provided a safe place for the community to bring abused kids here to investigate alleged child abuse cases. In the centre, they could video-tape the investigative interviews with the abused kids, took medical examination and X-ray of the victim as well.

Apart from doing investigative interview, First Witness offered investigative interview training. It was accredited in the State of Minnesota as a continuing education unit for social workers, lawyers, law enforcement and psychologists.

6.
Content of the Meeting

In the meeting with Mr. Scott Miller, former coordinator of the project, introduced work of the centre in doing video-taped investigative interview by showing a video introducing the project.  In the past, the sexually abused children had to tell the same story over and over again to different adult and professional.  Since 1980s, this child friendly Centre was built, the alleged sexually abused child could be interviewed by trained police officers or professionals in a safe environment without repeating the victimization.

7. Observation and Implications for Hong Kong

In the meeting and visit, it was impressed that the protocol and procedure of doing video-taped investigative interview which were to be observed by First Witness was quite similar to that in Hong Kong. 
8. Recommendations  (e.g. whether it is worthwhile to visit the agency again?)
It is worth visiting the agency again.  If possible, it is best to be able to observe an investigative interview behind the scene through the CCTV link.  Surely, if the Government recognizes NGO social workers' conducting investigative interview, to attend the expert investigative interview training conducted by First Witness may be worthwhile. 
Completed by: 
Chan Mi-har, Grace 

Date

 :
November 17, 2003.
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