The Hong Kong Council of Social Service

Training on Building a Coordinated Community Response to Domestic Violence cum Study Visit

(October 7-14, 2003 Duluth Minnesota, USA)

Meeting with Facilitators of Men’s Non-Violence Program

1. Date of Visit

: 
October 13, 2003 (Monday)

2. Name of Agency
: 
Domestic Abuse Intervention Project (DAIP)

3. Meeting Venue

:    202, East Superior Street

4. Contact Person

: 
Mr. Graham Barnes, Training Coordinator.

(Name & Position)


Tel no. : 218-722-2781 




    
Fax no. : 218-722-0779




e-mail:
gbarnes@duluth-model.org 

5.
Description of Agency (including type of services provided, target served, programmes, staffing, funding sources, and special facilities) (This part can be substituted by attaching printed materials of the Agency.)

(As described in the previous report)

6.
Content of the Meeting

A meeting with a counselor, Cindy Macaulay and a psychologist, Don Streufert and was held on that day.  Cindy is one of the trainers of the DAIP and she is responsible for leading DAIP’s men’s non-violence groups.  They explained to the delegates the techniques and format of the men’s class and we were given the opportunity to observe one of the class sessions. 

Psycho-education was believed at Duluth program as the most effective tool in treatment for batterers that this approach was utilized in the men’s class.  Each group normally consisted of 14 men and the class was in the form of an open group, which allowed batterers to join it anytime as they like.  Two trainers were responsible for leading each group, with one acting as the main trainer and the other acting as the facilitator.  They made use of the blackboard to put down all the important issues and ask guiding questions to arouse discussions and participation.  The role of the trainers was similar to that of teachers. Important concepts and theories were taught and the participants liked student acquiring relevant knowledge at school.  The duration for a cycle of the course was about 30 weeks and participants join the group normally in accordance with the court orders imposed on them.  
7.   Observation and Implications for Hong Kong

(i) As the participants were compelled to join the group, they attended class on time and left immediately after class.

(ii) As they had already been convicted before joining the group, they seldom denied their abusive behavior and they were willing to give positive and constructive feedback.

(iii) Some delegates could observe a men’s non-violence group.  One man cried when he was asked whether he had been abused during his childhood and teenage.  As the class did not intend to deal with abusive past history, the man was directed for further individual counseling outside the class.

(iv) The participants appeared to be fairly active within the group and discussions.

(v) The curriculum of the men’s non-violence group was similar to that provided by Harmony House in Hong Kong.  The main difference lies in the fact that social workers do not necessarily lead the class of the DAIP.  As long as the trainers had received adequate trainings, they can lead the class while all men’s groups are led by qualified social workers in Hong Kong.  The absence of social workers in the men’s class of the DAIP might lead to doubts on the professional standard of the class.

(vi) The advantage of adopting the format of an open group is that batterers can join the group whenever they want to or are required to.  This eliminates unnecessary delays and enhances flexibility.   

8.   Recommendations  (e.g. whether it is worthwhile to visit the agency again?)
A further visit will not be recommended as adequate information has been gathered during our observation on the men’s non-violence group of DAIP.  Yet, if new delegates join the study visit and willing to have personal experience of how the group is run, it is worth sitting in the group as observers.  Yet, to get a chance to go through first the group curriculum and get an idea of which session of the cycle is the group at before observing the group is recommended.

Completed by: 
Grace Chan

Date

 :
1 December 2003

