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Group Discussion Summary

1. In mobilizing the system changes, participation from all the concerned system people was essential. Views of the women advocates, battered victims and ex-batterers were important that could directly reflect their needs, concern and feedback on the responding systems’ performance.

2. About the debates if voluntary participation in batterer intervention programme could be more effective than mandatory participation, should not be the core focus. The most important consideration should be about monitor and to take the very first step to involve those batterers in the changing / process. Besides, though the programme dropout rate at Duluth’s Men’s Non-violence Education Program was about 50%, it was already a good participation rate. Research evidence showed that dropout rate of those batterer intervention programmes on voluntary participation basis was higher that that of mandatory participation. 

3. Research evidence in local context was inadequate and more researches and data had to be conducted. It might be easy to tell some of the battered victims agreed to mandatory programme, while some of them disagreed. However, it was imperative to find out the dynamic process of consideration before concluding the degree of support and against. Then, we could design the appropriate policy and programme according to these understandings.

4. Criminal justice system played a vital role in stopping violence. However, using only the criminal Justice approach might not have a good coverage in responding to domestic violence problem. Prevention played a key part in stopping violence culture, too. The Public Health Perspective provided a greater framework, that including not only the Criminal Justice approach but also the preventive intervention. Both preventive and the criminal justice interventions played equal importance in combating domestic violence.

5. Children were important social asset that active intervention and support to children witnessing domestic violence should not be neglected. 

6. Evaluation of the effectiveness and outcome of the existing service programme would provide more information on the way forward.

