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Why Important ?

· Elderly – Environment Interactions

Elderly 

· Heterogeneous Group and Needs

· Age

· Sex

· Family Status and Support

· Financial Status

· Health Status

· Personality

· Feeling of Control

· Religion

Environment

· Physical Environment

· Suprapersonal Environment

· Accessibility

· Perceived Environment

· Aggregated people characteristics of all individuals physically proximal to a person

· Social area 

· Age structure of neighborhood

· Family types

· Unemployment 

· Juvenile delinquency

Perceived Environment





Importance of Environment to the Elderly

· Physical environment affects the quality of life

· Living environment exerts impacts on elderly persons’ attitudes and behaviour

· Physical living environment and elderly persons’ physical and psychological health are related 

Why ?

· Poor environment makes life more difficult for the elderly

· Poor housing conditions and hygiene cause disease

· Poor housing conditions cause accident

· Feel more socially isolated

· Noisy and crowding environment leads to poor health

· Poor environment causes more psychological stress

· Lost sense of hope causes chronic strain
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Spatial Variation of Ageing

· Spatial variation affected by :

· migration

· demographic transition

· Needs of spatial policy for the elderly

· interactions of the elderly with the environment
(old urban areas versus new towns)

Ageing in Hong Kong  65 and above(Old Age Allowance)

	
	81
	96
	Growth Rate

	Total Population
	4.9M
	6.2M
	25.8%

(1.5%/Yr)

	Elderly
	325T
	632T
	94.5%

(6.3%/Yr)

	Elderly%
	6.6%
	10.2%
	


High concentration in old urban areas in the Metro Area

Distribution by District Boards

	
	81
	96

	
	Total
	Elderly
	Total
	Elderly

	Metro Area
	4.24M
	278T

(6.6%)
	4.04M
	465T

(11.5%)

	NT
	0.69M
	46T

(6.7%))
	2.26M
	166T

(7.7%)

	Metro Area%
	85.9%
	85.6%
	65.1%
	73.7%


	
	No. of DBs
	Elderly Population

	Below % of Elderly in Hong Kong
	8
	228T

(36.2%)

	Slightly Above 

(0.1 to 1.5)
	5
	195T

(30.8%)

	Highly Above

(1.5 – 3.0)
	5
	208T

(33.0%)


Distribution by TPUs( ›100 persons ) in Metro Area

	
	No. of TPUs
	Elderly Population

	Below % of Elderly of Hong Kong
	45
	59T(14.9%)

	Slightly Above (0.2 –4.0)
	47
	223T

(56.8%)

	Moderately Above

(4.0 – 8.0)
	13
	85T

(21.6%)

	Highly Above

(8.0 – 12.0)
	6
	26T

(6.7%)

	Total
	111
	397T


Worst Situation for the Elderly

· Old
· Poor Health
· Poor
· Poor Housing
· Poor Neighbourhood
1996 Norm in Hong Kong

	Population Over 65
	10.1%
	Elderly

	Median Household Income

Low Income Household

Below$15,000
	17,500

41.4%
	Low Income

	Multi-Tenancy
	5.4%
	Poor Housing


Concentration of Elderly and Poor Housing in the TPUs(›100 persons ) in Metro Area

	
	No. of TPUs
	Elderly Population

	Above Average Housing
	81
	261T

(65.7%)

	Moderately

Poor Housing

(0.1 – 10.8)
	17
	84T

(21.3%)

	Poor Housing

(over 10.8)
	13
	51T

(13.0%)

	Total
	111
	397T


Planning Implications

Environment requirements of the Elderly

more time, need more health care, and some are handicapped

Integrated Multidisciplinary Approach

Elderly in the poor neighbourhood in the old urban areas needs special attention

Why Special Attention to Poor Neighbourhoods in Old Urban Areas ?

Poor Neighbourhoods in Old Urban Areas

· overcrowded and poor environment

· relatively neglected in planning and design from room to neighbourhood level

· urban redevelopment

· displacement

· uprooting of social networks

What’s Next ?

· Further Research

· who are they ?

· needs, behaviour and interactions with environment

Measures to improve the physical and social environment of the elderly in the poor neighbourhood in old urban areas so as to improve their residential satisfaction, physical and psychological well-being
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Quality of Life of the Elderly People
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