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SZE lai-shan

works for the poor

shy 10-year old little girl who came from the Mainland China was being

looked down upon by her schoolmates because of not knowing Cantonese
and ABC. After trying her very best to catch up and adapt to the new environment,
she got used to it and had started learning social issues by reading hard and
participating in social actions since her secondary school days. Due to her
own experience, she wanted to join a helping profession so as to help the
underprivileged, especially the new migrants. After completing her study in
the Social Work Department of Hong Kong Baptist University in 1995, she joined
the Society for Community Organization (SoCO) and is responsible for cage
home work. This is the story of SZE Lai-shan who has been so committed to
community work for over fifteen years.

SZE is a community organizer, serving residents of cage homes, cubicles and
low-income families in the poor parts of Kowloon, such as Sham
Shui Po, Tai Kok Tsui, Kwun Tong and Wan Chai. She striked
to arouse social concern on the rights of the underprivileged
by petitioning the Government and arranging media interview
with the deprived families. She organized low income families
in cage home and cubicle to fight for housing rights, new migrant
women and children to fight for family reunion, anti-discrimination
as well as equal opportunities for education and housing. Her
endeavor was much appreciated by her service users who
regarded her as the goddess who fight for social justice and
equal opportunities for the poor. But every coin has two sides.
She has been criticized for using deprived children to get media
attention.

In the case of helping Hong Kong parents of Mainland-born children in the
pursuit of the right of abode in Hong Kong after 1997, she was fully involved
in various social actions and lawsuit in some cases. Some people scolded her
and even sent her letters and phone calls to threaten her but in vain. “I'm doing
the right thing and | won't give up. What should | be scared of?”

As the case resulted in a fatal disaster, she was very upset and learnt more
about the complexity of politics and the importance of law and order. She then
started her law study to enhance her professional knowledge and obtained a
Master of Laws degree in Human Rights at The University of Hong Kong.

She regarded serving the deprived groups, especially children living in poverty
as her lifelong career. A series of action continued to be carried out periodically
to arouse social concern on the inter-generational poverty and the plight of the
low income families and children, including writing articles, organizing petition
and even publishing photo album of real life of the underprivileged.

“| see hope in the next generation but we've to act promptly to do something
for them as Ms Gabriela Mistral, the nobel prize winner said, Many of the things
we need can wait. The child cannot. Right now is the time. To the child we
cannot answer ‘Tomorrow’. The child’s name is ‘Today’.” [#




