The Hong Kong Council of Social Service

District Needs Assessment Data Bank ~

A Proposal for Discussion

1. Introduction 

The Social Welfare Department is now drafting a district planning protocol which will be ready for consultation in the first quarter of 2005-06.  NGOs support the strengthening of district planning to facilitate better district collaboration in identification and response to district needs.

NGO colleagues propose the setting up of a District Needs Assessment Data Bank be included in the protocol and the Department can take a lead in collecting and updating relevant data on a regular basis to facilitate district needs assessment.

In fact, many District Social Welfare Offices have in the past produced useful and informative district profiles.  We hope to build on the past experience and good practice and develop a framework for systematic data collection and updating exercise.  Moreover, instead of each district collecting data on their own, the process can be streamlined by achieving understanding among various Government Departments on data sharing.

2. Why the Need for a District Needs Assessment Data Bank? 

2.1 To facilitate more structured and evidence-based district planning

2.2 To simplify & to streamline the effort in data collection in unit service planning

2.3 To adopt the same basic framework in district needs assessment to allow cross-district comparison, if required

3. Some Considerations in Formulating the District Needs Assessment Data Bank 

3.1
To base on existing data which can be collected from various Government departments and known sources

3.2
Feasible and not too huge or complicated
3.3
The data bank is a tool for strategic planning and the implications of the data should be analysed & interpreted by service practitioners in the district

3.4 
Some district needs may not be reflected in the data available, qualitative analysis is as important

3.5 
The data bank should be updated before January of each year to time in with the district planning and service unit planning exercises

3.6
The data bank framework should be reviewed from time to time to ensure that it can reflect the current social needs and trends; however, the updating of the framework should be so made that longitudinal trend analysis will be made possible

4.  Accessibility of Data Bank 
4.1
The data bank should be uploaded on the web for easy reference by concerned stakeholders

4.2
The data bank should be so designed that facilitates district comparisons and comparison between districts and the territory-wide figures.

5.  Initial Suggestions on the Contents of the Data Bank 
The followings are some initial suggestions for reference and discussion.

	Data Required (by district, unless specified)
	Source of
Information
	Updating Schedule *

	A. General Demographic & Household Data

A1. General Demographic

	1. Population by age by sex
	CSD
	Every 5 years

	2. Duration of residence in HK by age
	CSD
	Every 5 years

	3. Language/dialect able to speak by age 
	CSD
	Every 5 years

	A2. Elderly-related Data

	4. No. of Singleton Persons over 65
	CSD
	Every 5 years

	5. No. of households with all members over 65
	CSD
	Every 5 years

	6. No. of persons on waiting list for elderly residential/day care services
	SWD
	Every year

	A3. South-Asian Ethnic Minorities-related Data

	7. No. of South-Asians by ethnicity by age by duration of residence in HK 
	CSD
	Every 5 years

	8. No. of South Asians able to speak English/Chinese 
	CSD
	Every 5 years

	A4 Housing Types
	
	

	9. Type of Housing
	CSD
	To be confirmed

	B. Income and Employment – related Data

	10. Unemployment rate by age
	CSD
	Every year

	11. Under-employment rate by age
	CSD
	ditto

	12. Persons aged 0-5, 6-14, 15-59 living in workless household
	CSD
	ditto

	13. No. and types of families on CSSA

- elderly


- unemployed

- underemployed

- family with disabled member

- family with child (0-15)

- single parent family
	SWD
	ditto

	14. Households with income lower than average CSSA Level
	CSD
	ditto

	15. No. of  primary/secondary students receiving full grant under the School Textbook Assistance Scheme
	EMB
	ditto

	16. No. of pre-school children  receiving childcare/ kindergarten fee subsidy
	SWD/ EMB
	ditto

	17. Educational qualification of economically active residents by age
	CSD
	Every year

	C. Education & Training – related Data

	18. No. of school drop-outs below F.3
	EMB
	Every year

	19. Percentage of F.5 students without passes in 5 subjects in HKCE 
	EMB 
	ditto

	20. No. of students assessed to have learning difficulties by types
	EMB 
	ditto

	21. No. of F.1 students assessed to be of band 1, 2 & 3 levels
	EMB 
	ditto

	22. No. of primary school students assessed to have below average education attainment at P.3 & P.6 levels
	EMB 
	ditto

	D. Family – related Data

	23. No. of spouse abuse cases reported/established
	SWD
	Every year

	24. No. of child abuse cases reported/established
	SWD
	ditto

	25. No. of elder abuse cases reported/established
	SWD
	ditto

	26. No. of single parent households

- activity status of head of household by age

- number of children by age
	CSD
	Every 5 years

	27. No. of children not living with their parents
	to be confirmed
	Every year

	E. Youth Development and Behaviour Data

	28. Youth aged 15-19 not in education, training or employment
	To be confirmed
	To be confirmed

	29. No. of Missing Persons under 18 by sex by age
	Police
	Every year

	30. Youth crime rate by age group by serious/minor offences
	Police
	ditto

	31. No. of youth on Police Superintendent Discretionary Scheme
	Police
	ditto

	32. No. of young substance abusers reported to CRDA

	Narcotics Division 
	ditto

	F. Health/Mental Health/Disabilities related Data

	33. No. of chronic patients by type of chronic illness and age
	CSD
	Every 5 years

	34. Mental health assessment of primary and secondary students 
	Child Assessment Centre under/ Student Health Services

Dept. of Health
	Every year

	35. No. of Mentally ill Out-patient 
	Hospital Authority
	Every year

	36. No. of persons with disabilities by disability type by age
	CSD
	Every 5 years

	37. No. of children with disabilities by age by type
	DH-child assessment center
(to be confirmed)
	to be confirmed

	38. No. of persons with disabilities on waiting list for various types of services
	SWD
	Every year


*  The updating schedule is to be further discussed with the data provider.
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